Greek-British Symposium:
Opening keynote speech by UK Minister of State for Europe, Leo Docherty MP
Intervention

1. Good morning, and thank you for inviting me to address the sixth Greek-British Symposium.

2. I am sorry I cannot be with you in beautiful Nafplio.
3. But I am delighted that this forum continues to go from strength to strength – bringing together
groups and individuals who do so much to promote and strengthen the relationship between
the UK and Greece.

4. Our partnership is strong not just because of the relationship formed between our respective
Governments, but because of those formed between the Greek and British people.
5. From the British who took up arms with the Greek people during their struggle for
independence…
6. To the Greek merchants who established thriving communities in British towns and cities...
7. To the three and a half million Brits who choose to explore Greece’s beauty and history each
year…
8. …the broad foundations of our relationship rest on over 200 years of close partnership, and
on shared values.
9. And this was again evident in the warm welcome received by His Majesty King Charles last
year, when he visited Athens as part of the bicentenary celebrations.

UK-Greece Activity over the last year
10.

Since the last Symposium took place last year in Oxford, we have further strengthened our
ties.
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11.

Last October, Foreign Minister Dendias and former Foreign Secretary Liz Truss signed the
UK/Greece Strategic Bilateral Framework, committing to a roadmap of priorities to further
enhance the partnership.

12.

And last November, our former Prime Minister hosted Prime Minister Mitsotakis in London.

13.

They both committed to strengthen the full breadth of the partnership, including trade,
education and tourism.

14.

And they committed to work more closely on renewable energy, especially offshore wind.
There can be no doubt today of the value of our continued cooperation on energy.

15.

Today, Foreign Minister Dendias is meeting with the Foreign Secretary in London, [Note: 14
October], building on the two visits he has already paid to the UK this year.

16.

Those discussions included our united approach to ending Russia’s appalling invasion of
Ukraine, and our bilateral defence cooperation, such as procurement and joint exercises, as
well as wider affairs.

17.

Furthermore, UK Ministers covering Migration, Defence Procurement, and Shipping have
been to Athens, to strengthen efforts towards our shared interest in each of these areas.

18.

And with those same aims of strengthening relations and working together to deliver concrete
outcomes, there have been calls and virtual meetings between our Prime Ministers, and
between ministers covering education, culture, security, business and more.

Culture, Education and Tourism
19.

Culture, education and tourism are golden threads of our nations’ histories and economies.

[Culture]
20. Philhellenism continues to thrive in Britain, with keen appetites for Greek culture.

21.

Next week, for example, the British Library will open its new Alexander the Great Exhibition
in London. Where we look forward to welcoming Minister Katsaniotis.

22.

Our cultural relationship is not just historical. It is forward-looking and dynamic.

23.

This year we have built collaborations between Greek and British curators, which are
transforming museums into sustainability hubs.
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24.

In collaboration with the Onassis Foundation, our ‘Circular Cultures’ initiative has engaged
artists, designers, urban planners, and the general public, in making their cities more
sustainable.

25.

And just last week, we partnered with the Athens International Film Festival to screen 8 British
films that have become milestones in the history of LGBT rights and inclusion.

[Education]
26. Education is another firmly established pillar of the UK/Greece relationship.

27.

It is to our great advantage that so many Greek and British people have been educated at
each other’s world leading universities.

28.

Universities across the UK continue to attract thousands of Greek students. And I am
delighted that more and more UK courses are available within Greece.

29.

As a Government our focus remains on strengthening educational links and ensuring that UK
universities remain the top choice for students from Greece and across the world.

30.

It is important that forums like this explore how, beyond formal education, we can learn from
each other.

31.

I therefore look forward to hearing the outcome of your discussions over the next two days.

32.

Including ideas for how we strengthen our tourism sectors. And how we continue to focus the
sector on the steps it will need to take towards net zero.

UK-Greece Strategic Bilateral Framework
33.

In addition to what is on your agenda, I also want to highlight briefly the importance of the
political partnership our countries enjoy through our Strategic Bilateral Framework. This
framework will strengthen cooperation across the full range of our relationship and identify
new initiatives.

34.

We are working closely as NATO allies, to oppose Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine, to
ensure NATO remains the cornerstone of Euro-Atlantic security; and to build Europe’s
resilience to conventional and hybrid threats.
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35.

We also work closely on migration. Sharing information. Dismantling migrant smuggling
networks. Bolstering maritime border security. And exchanging best practice on asylum
processes.

Conclusion
36.

This close cooperation, along with your discussions this weekend, are living proof of the
friendship and like-mindedness of our two nations.

37.

I look forward to a read out of those discussions.

38.

And I am also very much looking forward to visiting Greece later this year to carry out the first
ministerial review of the Strategic Bilateral Framework.

39.

Thank you.
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