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It is a great pleasure to welcome you to this year’s Greek-British Symposium.
You know that GR-UK relations go back in history; they are linked to the beginning of the
Greek Struggle for Independence and come all through to today. And they are the kind of
relations that do not solely depend on whether the UK is an EU Member State or not. This is
why we believe that in the post-Brexit era we need to enhance our bilateral relations and
nurture them as much as we can.
We share many strong historic links, many cultural links; many people who act as a link
today as well, i.e. over 100,000 Greeks resident in the UK and around 50-60,000 Brits
resident in Greece.
All these plus a framework of shared understanding of a number of substantial issues bring
us even closer.
Therefore, I believe that we need to approach the history of the bilateral relationship in an
active way and nurture it in every possible way to enhance it and give it the character it
should have.
We live in a period of great upheavals, a period that revisionism and war have once again
returned to Europe. We are one of the countries that believe that revisionism causes great
uncertainty, particularly in our neighbourhood.
The war in Ukraine is unfolding just 600km away from our borders; that’s the distance
between Evros borders and Ukraine borders. But at the same time, a great revisionist power
is next to us and it proceeds to provocations on a daily basis, and it is questioning GR
sovereignty in Aegean areas that Greece has sovereignty over through international treaties
that the UK too has signed.
It is therefore very important to project a message of clear condemnation of revisionism and
at the same time support channels of communication which however cannot take place in a
vacuum but on the basis of international law and in our case the UNCLOS.
We believe that challenges call for collective response and illegal migration is such a
challenge. The UK as well as Greece are targeted by illegal migrants; that’s why, despite its
very high level currently, the cooperation between the two governments needs to become
even stronger.
Of course we believe that in the framework of our bilateral relations we need to find even
more ways to facilitate exchanges between our nationals; how more Greeks can study in UK
universities, how British artists can present their work to GR audiences – these are two of
the issues we are jointly working on with the British Embassy in Athens and the Greek
Embassy in London.
At the same time we’ve got pending issues from the past. As demonstrated by the Prime
Minister Mitsotakis’ recent visit to London, the issue of the reunification of the Parthenon
Sculptures impacts our relationship but it can also show the way forward, taking our bilateral
relations to a new level. And it can also show the way in which big parts of world heritage
can become links between people.
Dear friends,
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We believe that the UK is a strategic ally, a country that we have unwavering links with
which show us the way forward; a country with which we hope to build further economic,
cultural, educational relations. We have a lot to learn from our British friends, we may also
have something to show them as regards the steps our country is making these last few
years regarding growth, inward investment, digitalisation, regarding our response to climate
change and energy crisis with an emphasis on renewable energy sources in the country’s
energy mix.
Finally, a few words about what has been bringing us closer for years now, our shipping
community. It is not just the tens of businesses with headquarters in London; it’s also the
fact that insurance markets, freight markets, reinsurance markets and of course the global
regulatory system is based in London.
At the same time as a traditional and major shipping player we want to be on the same side
and on the same page with the UK in the constant transformation of this market which is
very important for the global economy as well as both our countries.
Thank you very much for your attention. I wish the participants every success in the work of
the Symposium.
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